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Bottle Bill: A Brief History
A private system run by distributors, founded on retail returns

1971
5¢ deposit

ñaspirational and not

prescriptiveò

2009
OBRC created ς
privately run

2010
BottleDrop Redemption 
/ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ

2017
Increase to 10¢ 
deposit

2016
Reusable bottle 
planning begins

First Express site opens

2018
Container expansion, huge 
increase in volume

Reusable program launches

2020
Retail bag drop 
program expands
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The Power of a Dime
10¢ Sparks Huge Demand

~35%
increase

Redemption rate quickly went 
from 64% to over 82% 

(now between 80% and 90%!)
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In 1971 Far fewer beverage 
and container types 
in stores

Today Applies bottle bill 
to reality of beverage 
market
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2018 Expansion
Keeping pace with the industry
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Efficiency in Numbers
The Oregon Beverage Recycling Cooperative operates withé

~2 billion
containers/year

recycled

300
members and
participants

532
employees
throughout 

Oregon

2,000
retail redemption 
locations (~450 

total RVMs)

96
Green Bag 
drop sites

6
processing

plants

Zero
taxpayer

dollars for 
operations

80-90%
Annual 

Redemption 
Rate

26
Full-Service 
Redemption 

Centers
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ÅSingle-purpose, indoor facilities

ÅCustomers can redeem up to 350 a day

Å25 full-service redemption centers
ςTwo currently under development
ςPossible because of return to retail 

requirement

ÅLargest center accepts approx. 
100 million containers/year

ÅPaid for and operated by industry
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BottleDrop Redemption Centers
Clean, fast and easy returns
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ÅGear up. Customers enroll, get card 
and tags at kiosk, and buy bags at store

ÅTag & fill it. Place coded BottleDrop tag 
on bags and fill with redeemable containers

ÅDrop it. Leave bag at secure drop door

ÅTrack it. Check account balance online 
or with our mobile app
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Green Bags
The easy self-serve account program
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ÅSmaller volume markets 
and urban areas

ÅExpanded access to green bag 
accounts and no fee for bag drops

Å63 locations operating

ÅNew locations added to the network at 
the pace of one or two per month

March 10, 2023 8

Express/Dealer Redemption Centers
Expanding access throughout the state



|March 10, 2023 9

Easy Access, Heavy Participation
The most convenient container return system in the world

Sign up, get cash, print 

labels right at the store 

(or via the mobile app)

Bags are sold for $2 a box and are 

conveniently available at retail bag 

drop locations.

Convenient consumer access, easily 

deployed network of return locations


